
About Bethany: The Bethany children live as one big 
family all helping with the chores which include cleaning, 
washing clothes, cooking, digging, harvesting etc.
Even so the children do have time for fun including 
football - often with a home-made football.  We also have 
swings and occasionally we have a sports day.
One of the children’s favourite pastimes is singing and 
dancing with the choir.  However, we don’t celebrate 
birthdays with gifts or parties (limited funds) but we do 
celebrate Christmas and Easter with a special meal 
which includes a bottle of soda.

This October we celebrate 25years since the first 12 
men visited Tanzania and started the building work.

Local Government Primary School

Above is a photo of our local government primary school. 
Sadly some of the classrooms are falling down and some 
of the younger children have to sit on stones because 
they haven’t enough chairs or desks.  Only the teachers 
have text books and the children copy all their work from 
the blackboard.  Sometimes the teachers don’t bother 
coming to school which means that the children can go all 
day without a single lesson.  

Bethany would like to have its own classrooms and 
employ its own teachers and eventually register its own 
school.  We would then be certain that all the children  

have a first class education 
which they will need to 
secure a job for their future 
as they have no biological 
family to care for them 
once they leave Bethany.

Whilst our children may be some of the poorest children in 
the world they are some of the happiest.  They are keen 
learners and enjoy the visiting volunteers who give two 
weeks of their time to help the children learn English etc.
  

If you get the chance to see our visiting choir we 
hope you enjoy the singing, dancing and the 
demonstration of water carrying by one of our girls ( on 
her head without holding).  Since our last trip (2009) our 
children have been busy learning English so they will be 
able to answer your questions in English without an 
interpreter.  They each have a story to tell, sometimes 
about their life before and after coming to Bethany and 
also about the different dress code, different values and 
their hopes for their futures, the future of their brothers 
and sisters and how they intend to help bring Tanzania out 
of poverty. 
For more information:  

A new dormitory for boys and a new dining room and 
kitchen built since our last visit in September 2009

The dream becomes a reality:  On the choir’s last visit in 
2012 the picture above talked of our dream  of building 
classrooms to start our school. 4 years later, as of now we 
have built 4 classrooms, an admin block, toilet block and a 
6 bedroomed house for teachers.  We also have the 
bases down for the next 4 classrooms.  Our school was 
registered in July last year and we now educate 75 of our 
own children and 64 children from the local village.  This 
will increase every year by approx 30 new children until 
we reach about 240 primary school children, half from the 
village and half Bethany children.  Our next vision is for a 
secondary school followed by a teacher training College! 

Our new school

Teachers: The photo on the left shows our Head 
Teacher Emmakulatha who together with the 
group of teachers on the right were trained at 
Blackburn College free of charge.  Serving the 
vision and providing free education for orphans 
and village children means they work for half pay 
which is about £16 per week. However, as they 
are all ex-Bethany children they are committed 
to the work.
Volunteers: As always we are looking for 
teachers and others to help with the work, if you 
are considering this please contact us. 

Left: Three village 
children together with 
their grandmother all 
of whom are attending 
our school FOC. The 
children are provided 
with school uniform, 
books, resources and 
also given Breakfast 
and Lunch.


